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Spanish Resources per Team 
at Penn State Extension Website 

Team
Program area 
(No. resources in Spanish)

No. of Spanish 
resources/team

IPM, Farm Safety, 
Pesticide Safety

Farm safety (29)
IPM (145)
Pesticide safety education (8) 182

Horticulture 

Green industry and infrastructure (5)
Consumer hort (3)
Mushroom (9)
Tree fruit profitability (46)
Veg, small fruit (25) 88

Food Safety and Quality 
Industrial food safety and quality (5)
FSMA (30)
Retail, food service and consumer food 
safety (8) 43

Energy, Entrepreneurship, and 
Community Development 

Small and beginner farmers (23)
23

Animal Systems Dairy (18)
Poultry (1) 19

Food, Families, and Health Health and wellness (2) 2



Sustainable framework

How?

-Reason why we are here



Who we are...
Ilse Huerta Arredondo

● Ph.D. candidate Ag 
and Extension 
Education, dual-
degree INTAD

● Committed to making 
agricultural science 
accessible to users, 
especially 
underserved 
populations

Emma Rosenthal

● PhD candidate in Plant 
Pathology and 
Environmental Microbiology.

● committed to translational 
science and equitable 
sharing of knowledge and 
technologies.



What brought us together?
Desire to coordinate and 
advance extension and research 
service efforts for Spanish-
speaking audiences.

Late 2017
- Started meeting monthly





Activities
● Engage in existing programming, research and education for 

Hispanic/Latinx agricultural community

● Plan sustainable framework for engagement with the community 

● Coordinate funding search

● Expand network

● Organize this meeting



“Strengthening the Relationship Between Hispanic/Latinx Farmers in 
Pennsylvania and Cooperative Extension: A Needs Assessment Study” 

1.Identify agricultural-educational needs of 
Hispanic/Latinx farmers, aspiring farmers and 
operators in Pennsylvania

2.Identify challenges that Extension educators 
face when reaching out to this population

3.Recommend strategies to improve Extension 
programming for these groups in PA

Example 1



Are there particular issues that farmers, operators and aspiring 
farmers face because they are Hispanic/Latinx? 



Mid-Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable Convention

● Discussion about needs in the 
workplace.

● Surveyed participants for 
background and preferred 
learning and communication 
methods for programming.

Example 2



Needs in the workplace
● Training on topics including safe pesticide application, disease 

management, communication skills, and how to delegate work.
● To address concerns about bullying, discrimination, and workplace 

competition.

How does it feel to have extension events developed specifically for 
you?
“[It’s] excellent and very educational. They consider the Hispanic 
community and the importance of our presence in this country”



Feb 2019

Earned Extension Impact 
Grant #2 to evaluate 

Extension’s service to Latinx 
communities and identify 

policy changes to enhance 
that effort.

Jan 2019

Earned Extension Impact Grant 
funding to expand Latinx 
programming and identify 
underserved audiences.

Sept 2018

Applied for SNIP funding for 
research with stakeholders 
to clarify extension targets.

Fall 2017 - Spring 2018

First meetings to develop a 
mission statement and 

outline goals.

Acquiring Funding



Extension Impact Grant #2 Objectives

1. Research programming in other states as a benchmarking effort.
2. Establish an ad hoc advisory group of Latinx community leaders.
3. Conduct focus groups with extension educators to assess their needs 

for serving the Latinx community.
4. Bring together Penn State extension educators with faculty, students, 

and administrators for a strategic planning retreat.
5. Develop and execute a plan for implementing changes to Latinx 

outreach strategies.

“Evaluate Extension’s service to Latinx communities and 
identify policy changes to enhance that effort.”



Extension Impact Grant #2 People



What comes next?

● Specific areas of leadership

● Each area responsible for 
acquiring funding and 
carrying out tasks

● Use framework to ensure 
continuation of these areas 
and long-term impact



What can you do?

● Help us build upon this 
framework

● Share your experience so that 
this framework is made to serve 
your needs as leaders and 
educators



Thank you!
Funding Sources

● 2019 Penn State Extension Impact Award: “Evaluation 
of Penn State Extension’s Service to the Latinx 
Community and Development of Strategic Policy 
Changes to Enhance that Effort."

● 2019 Penn State Extension Impact Award: “Extension 
Horticulture Outreach Program for Latino/a Growers 
and Farm Workers.”

● USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant Award 
#ME44187248: “Sustainable Production, Business 
Management, and Farm Safety Innovations for 
Beginning and Minority Specialty Crop Producers”



Grant Writers

• Bull, Carolee (Professor and Head, PPEM) ctb14@psu.edu

• Sexsmith, Kathleen J D (Assistant Professor, AESE)  kjs95@psu.edu

• Gorgo-Gourovitch, Maria A C (Affiliate Instructor - PPEM; Horticulture 
Extension Educator - Penn State Extension; Produce Safety Alliance Lead 
Instructor, 100% Extension) mag38@psu.edu

• Sanchez, Elsa (Professor, Plant Science, 60% Extension) ess11@psu.edu

• Miller Foster, Melanie (Assistant Professor of International Agriculture) 
mjm727@psu.edu

• Rajotte, Ed (Professor of Entomology and IPM Coordinator, 70% Extension) 
egrajotte@psu.edu

• Weltman, Suzanne (Nutrition Links Regional Coordinator, Food, Families & 
Health, % Extension) sxw53@psu.edu

• Rice, Joshua (Assistant Director, 4-H Youth Development Programs, % 
Extension) jur418@psu.edu

Grant Participants
• Cason, Katherine  klc13@psu.edu
• Garcia Prudencio, Jaime jug32@psu.edu
• Ingram, Patreese Donette pdi1@psu.edu
• Murillo-Williams, Adriana axm1119@psu.edu
• Egry, Amanda Nicole ane5133@psu.edu
• Baugher, Tara Auxt tab36@psu.edu
• Quesada Machigua, Carlos Roberto cuq13@psu.edu
• Rosales, Mauricio amr486@psu.edu

Students
Huerta Arredondo, Ilse A (PhD student, AESE) iah106@psu.edu
Rosenthal, Emma Rose (PhD student, PPEM) err5@psu.edu

Administrative Assistance
Amy Corbett

Funding
• Penn State Extension
• Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences, 

Office for Multicultural Affairs
• Penn State Department of Plant Pathology 

and Environmental Microbiology
• PA IPM Program
• PDA Specialty Crop Block Grant
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